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In his opinion the EMS has a very important role in supporting the 
mathematical community and emphasizing the role of mathematics in 
modern society on the European level. More and more of research funding is 
channeled through EC instruments putting pressure especially on basic 
research such as mathematics to have its voice heard. The role of 
mathematics in the society is growing, calling for engaging and accessible 
methods of mathematics education. At the same time the competition for the 
time and intellectual attention of the facebook generation has become harder 
and harder. In the multi-lingual and multi-cultural European scene the EMS 
has a special role in both taking its own initiatives and in helping the 
national organizations meet this challenge. 


